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School to housing mission complete
Berkshire senior
apartments open at
former middle school
by Jeff Pederson

Sheboygan Falls News Editor

As one of the most familiar locations in the history of the city of
Sheboygan Falls, the transformation of the historic former school
building at 101 School St. is set to
commence with the opening of the
Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior
housing community.
Construction work on the active independent senior community for residents age 55 and older
was completed on Thursday, Dec.
31, with move-in already under
way and a public open house for
the 55-unit senior housing facility
scheduled on Friday, Jan. 15 from
12-4 p.m.
“We will have complimentary
snacks and a drawing for a smart
TV during the open house,” Berkshire Sheboygan Falls Property
Manager Emily Holton said. “The
hallways will be open and our
building units and amenities will
be open for tours.”
In addition to the Berkshire
Sheboygan Falls senior housing
community located in the former

THE BERKSHIRE SHEBOYGAN FALLS senior apartment community is set to open at the
site of the former Sheboygan Falls Middle School building at 101 School St. in Sheboygan Falls. - Falls News photo by Jeff Pederson
Sheboygan Falls Middle School
building, the newly constructed
nine-unit Berkshire Townhouses
located along Guilford Street have
been open since October.
“Eight of the nine townhouses
are leased and occupied, leaving us with just one more to fill,”
Holton said. “We’ve had a very

good response to the townhouses
and it is great to see them nearly
filled up already.
“The finishes are really nice
and each of the townhouse units
have a contemporary open feel,”
she said. “The word of mouth has
been great. Once people see the
townhouse units, they tend to fall

EACH OF THE 55 new housing units at the Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior community
at the site of the former Sheboygan Falls Middle School building features former classroom elements, including chalkboards, bulletin boards and book shelves. - Submitted
photo
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in love with them.”
Holton has equally high hopes
for the Berkshire Sheboygan Falls
senior community.
“The units in the senior community have turned out great,”
Holton said. “We are eager to
show the complex off to the community. The key for us is to get
people in the door for the open
house.
“We feel people will really like
what they see and will want to be
a part of a very vibrant and active
senior community, which features
a strong nod to the building’s historic past,” she said.
According to Sig Strautmanis
of project developer General Capital Group, the historically-based
makeover of the former middle
school building into a senior housing complex has come following
significant direction from the National Park Service.
“In order to comply with the
requirements of the historic tax
credits we received for the project,
we needed to meet the approval of
the National Park Service,” Strautmanis said. “This meant that we
needed to go back to the original
look of the building.”
“The glass block original

windows that had been covered
up, needed to be uncovered and
featured again,” he said. “The
National Park Service was very
specific in what they wanted us
to do to preserve or go back to the
original historic look and feel of
the building.”
According to Senior Construction Manager Ralph Grebe
of Northcentral Construction, the
building has four distinct eras that
needed to be historically preserved
during the construction process.
“The building was originally
constructed as a three-story school
in 1928 and it has been remodeled
three times since then,” Grebe
said. “There were sections added
to the building in 1948, 1956 and
1963. Part of the historic renovation required the low ceilings that
the school had used in its latter
years to be removed and the original ceilings to be exposed again.
“That is why many of the units
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Senior apartments debut at former Falls Middle School
BERKSHIRE from 1
feature exposed ceilings, including metal girders and rafters,” he
said.
Strautmanis said the historic
features give the Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior housing community a clear-cut throwback
charm.
“The historic features going
back to the original 1928 school
building have created the character of the new development with
those unique, historic design elements shining through,” Strautmanis said. “It has been wonderful to see those historic elements
restored during the construction
process.
“The restored original 12-16
foot ceilings give the building
new life,” he said. “The National
Park Service directed us to lift the
ceilings has high as we possibly
could, as they had been dropped
quite low to 9-10 feet when the
building operated as a middle
school.”
According to Holton, the
Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior
housing community features onebedroom and two-bedroom units
with a mix of affordable and market rate housing scattered throughout the complex.
“The senior community units
will be a mix of affordable and
market rate,” Holton said. “Some
people will be paying more and
some will be paying less, but the
units themselves will not be different. No shortcuts have been taken

MANY HISTORICAL ELEMENTS of the former Sheboygan
Falls Middle School building have been retained as part
of the new Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior apartment
community, including the school lockers, original 12-16
foot ceilings and tile features. - Submitted photo
on any of the units. All amenities
are included with every unit and
confidentiality will remain intact
for every resident.”
Holton also indicated that
Berkshire Sheboygan Falls will
focus strongly on developing the
complex into an active and engaged community.
“The gymnasium has been
preserved and will remain open
and operated by the Sheboygan
Falls YMCA as a satellite facility,” Holton said. “Lines have been
added on the gym floor to accommodate pickleball, which is a very
popular game, especially among
seniors.
“The auditorium will also be
open for community use, including plays and productions,” she
said. “We are also planning to
hold movie nights on a regular
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basis. We will also have a fitness
center and business center for our
residents to use.”
Strautmanis says all Berkshire
housing projects have a strong focus on the community element.
“The community focus aspect
is a big key for each Berkshire
project we have done,” Strautmanis said. “Some of our Berkshire
developments are super active and
engaged, while some of the others
are a bit less so, depending on the
wants and needs of the residents.
“We will be encouraging

Plymouth School
District
is seeking

FULL-TIME

CUSTODIAN
$15.10 - $19.10 an hour
The job description and
application can be found
under employment
on our website

www.plymouth.k12.wi.us

residents to talk to the property
manager about their specific individual interests and leading
programming in that direction,”
he said. “Many of our Berkshire
complexes have clubs, activities
and classes that meet on a regular
basis based on the interests of the
residents of the building.”
Strautmanis says the vibrant,
active community aspect makes
Berkshire senior housing developments stand out from the crowd.
“It is kind of unusual for an independent senior apartment complex to have so many residentled activities,” Strautmanis said.
“Normally you see more activities
in an assisted living facility, but
not so much in an independent se-

nior apartment.
“It is all a grassroots thing,
which is what is cool about it,” he
said. “Residents generally become
interested in doing things together.
Our staff might plant seeds, then
the community takes off with it.”
Going forward, several elements of the school building will
remain in place.
“Almost all of the lockers are
staying, not for use, but more for
aesthetic purposes,’ Holton said.
“The 1950s cinder block that
many people that attended school
in the building will remember will
be staying in the hallways.
“In addition, the trophy cases
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Former school gets new life as senior community
BERKSHIRE from 11
will be staying and we hope to
be putting together some historically-themed displays in those,”
she said. “We are also planninag
to feature historic photos of the
school building in the hallways.”

According to Strautmanis,
since each housing unit has been
constructed from a former school
classroom, each apartment will
have its own unique look and feel.
“Normally, when we do a
housing development we have a
set floor plan, but this building is
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THE FORMER SHEBOYGAN FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL gym has been retained as part of
the new Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior apartments community. The Sheboygan Falls
YMCA will operate the gym facility as a satellite location, including the addition of
pickleball court. - Submitted photo
obviously very different and we
did an adaptive reuse of what was
already there,” Strautmanis said.
“Every unit was once a classroom,
so each one of them is unique. No
two dimensions are the same.
“Many of the units still have
the chalkboards and bulletin
boards in them and other features
that give you the idea of the type
of classroom the unit once was,”
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he said.
To accommodate senior living,
the housing units also have several
adaptive elements.
“There are several convertible
elements in the units for wheel
chair access, such has having the
microwave oven mounted lower
for easier access,” Strautmanis
said. “Bathroom showers have
walk-in capabilities as well. All
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Locally Owned

of the units have been set up for
aging in place, so residents will
comfortably be able to potentially
reside in one unit for an extended
period of time if they wish.”
Each Berkshire Sheboygan
Falls senior community unit includes a full kitchen with plentiful cabinets and storage, full-size
EnergyStar stainless appliances,
high-quality durable finishes, central air conditioning, bathrooms
with universal design features,
large living rooms, bedrooms featuring plenty of natural light, heat,
hot water, sewer/trash and free internet included in rent, along with
in-unit laundry available with an
additional charge.
Additional features include
short walking distance to downtown Sheboygan Falls, community lounges for socializing, free
wi-fi in all common areas, on-site
parking, non-smoking facility,
controlled access entry system and
surveillance, professional on-site
management and key keeper and
24-hour emergency maintenance.
Despite the challenges brought
on by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Strautmanis said the construction process remained largely on
schedule.
“We had to close down the
construction site a couple of times
due to COVID-19, which cost us a
few weeks, but we have remained
pretty much on our original schedule,” Strautmanis said. “Our first
resident is scheduled to move in
on January 15th, which is very exciting.”
Along with Holton serving as
the building’s property manager,
the Berkshire Sheboygan Falls
senior community will also employ a part-time maintenance staff
member.
For more information about
the Berkshire Sheboygan Falls senior housing community, call 920467-1520, email info@berkshiresheboyganfalls.com or visit www.
berkshire-sheboyganfalls.com

